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But as for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the 
Lord. 


H E beſt cognizance that {a- 
ving grace hath, is Perſeve- 
rance, and a continuall in- 
creaſe in grace ; according 


_c- 
the honſe fk the Lord;they alſo ſball bring forth more . 
frat m their age, Pſal.g2.12, Manie men indeed 
begia well, bur in continuance of time they are 
| wearic of well-doing,and their end 15notanſive- 
rable : they begin inthe ſpiric, buttheyend inche 
| feſh.Oh i paflcth,in their yonger yeers, how zca- 
| lousthey are for Gods caulc, ns. deare his teſti- 
mones are untorhem : but , a34f rhe hear of rheir 
devotion depended upon their yourh,ir abates by 
degrees , and the r they growe, the colder 
they arc tro Godwards . like the toolith Virgins in 
the GolpeLrowardsthe rime chat the Bridegrome 
is comming,they rc flceping, withourote untheir 
lanpes , and fodocloſc their reward. 
We tind by experience, that that parable wluch 
our Saviour tel us ofthe Sower , is roorrac;zand 
A 3 there. 


unto that of David; Such as 
be planted im the houſe of God, 
ſpall flouriſh in the Courts of 
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(2) 
there be temporaric belcevers,who at firſt receive 
the ſeed oftheword with gladneſle, bur the cares 
of this world , 8& the deceitfulnes of riches'choake 
the word,and in the harveſtxime of their life they 
are made unfruitfull. Manie,thar (like Daw/4)have 
bin as ſtarrcs in Ifracl, ro leadthe people into the 
houſe of God,have grownedimme ar laſt, and loſt 
their gloric, Now, as if with Sexl, the good Spirir 
had forſaken them, andthe evill Spirit had taken 
poſſeſsion of them , they are not the ſame they 
were : they are changed from thcir firſt love, and 
by tranſgreſſing the commandements of God , de 
loſe that hold which they had of grace.” Their 
negle& of good duties, their converſation with 
the wicked of this world, their repofing them- 
ſelves upon worldly vanities , are ſignes wherby it 
is to be teared, leſt God doe glorific himſclte upon 
them by his judgements, fince they doc leave off 
to glorific God by their godly life and example. . 
Therefore it isnot enough for a mani to begin 
well, but he muſt proceed moreand more in good- 
neſſe and ingrace, and cvericday take-out a new 
leſſon in pictie, and {ct forth unto the world a fai- 
rercopie of hislife. Theunprofitable ſcrvant was 
notcondemnedfor not keeping, bur tor not en- 
creafing his ralene.Even have gon very 
farre in grace, and by their; fearfull falling a- 
way , havelett us examplestorake heed how wee 
ſtand ſecure of thejudgements of God. Hee was 
never truely good, who had notalwaies a delire to 
proove berter : for if wee look into the examples 
of the Saints and ſcrvants of God, ttus propertie 
wee 
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(3) 
wee may generallie obſerve in them, and we ſhall 
find them ever to have bin beſtarthe aft. 

Tothe end thatI may ſhew that to bee true in 

rt, which I have ſpoken in generall, I have 

rought before youreyes the example of zealous 
loſbuah, that renowned ſervant of God ; in whoſe 
mouth the praiſes of: his God ( hke a Swan-like 
ſong) are now {weeteſt towards his latter end. 
The flouriſhing yeares of his life he had m_— 
the ſervice of Moſes, behaving himſelfe yaliantly, 
in fighting againſtthe enemies ofthe Lord : and 
now that Moſes was dead, he was choſen by God 
to ſucceed in the ſame place and charge, namely, 
to be the Leader of the Iiraclites, 

It is well worth your noting, to-bchold how 
fairhfully and carefully this good fervant of God 
bchaved himſelfe in fo weightie an office : For 
when the Lord by his hand had brought his 
ple unto the land which he {wareunto their fnders 
that hee would give them, and had given reſt unto 
Iſracl trom all their enemics round about, fa 
that now they had a errled policie & government 
both in Church and Common-wealth ; Jſhuah 
did not thus thinke with humſelfe : I have done 
<* enough for my time, from henceforth I willdif- 
«hburthen my ſclfe of all caresand troubles ; the 
< reſt of my life Iwill ſpend wxh as much delight 
—_ can, and berake my ſelte wholly unto my 
*eale. 

Such imaginationsas theſe, were farre from /o-. 
ſbuah {, hee knew (o Cy 
Fequire e. reſolutions : and —_— 
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 forthis end and purpoſe aſſembles the 1Iſraclites 
ro 


(4) 
histoughrs were wholly raken up in well-man- 
naging the affaires of the Common-wealth , in 
providing that the Commandements of his God 
might be put in exccurion ; that true Religion 
mighteveric where be eſtabliſhed, idolarric bani- 
ſhed, and that God might be gloriticd all in all ; as 
you may verodive butt 22.23-and 24.chapters 
of this booke. 

As for his own privatc houſe & familic,the well 
ordering & guiding of it muſt needs challenge the 
higheſtpraiſcand admiratign of godlicand vertu- 
ous minds. No looſenefle was futtcred to raigne 
here, no impietibx&o infect here, no buſlic Syco- 
phanrs were ſufterd to neſtthemſclves here, bein 
the onelie inſtruments which the unhappie world, 
in theſe laſt and dangerous rimes, cheriſherh to its 
owne confuſion. None muſt live with zoſbaab , 
but ſuch as would live after /oſþuhs patterne and 


_ preſcription : None muſt ſerve 7oſbah, but ſuch 


as would ſerve 7oſbaahs God, in uprightnefle and 
{inceritic.Such was his godlic — 1 th , ſuch his 
care, ſuch his zeale. Nor was this affection in 
him by fitts, bred ofa ſudden and vaniſhing hu- 
mour ; but it was firme and hxed in his heart, even 
rorhe laſt minute ofhis life : yea, and didthen ap- 
peare in 4ts greateſt excellencie unto the world , 
when as he himſelfe was ready to leave the world, 

For now his dying day drawing neecre apace , 
this good ſervant Cod (as if his ſoulc had no 0- 
ther care to -poſſeſle it, but the wellfare of the 
Church, and the continnance of truc Religion) 
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to Sichem, their Elders, their Heads, their Tadges 
and Officers ; who'accordingly preſented them-- 
ſelves betore God, Here 7ſbah begins with a 
Commemoration of the benefits which God had 
done forthe people, and putsthem in mind of the 
manifold deliverances which hee wrought tor 
them ; namely, by delivering them trom rhe fturie 
of ſo manic fierce & dreadfull nations that fought 
againſt them, and by caſting them our beforc 
then : then,by giving them a land wherein they 
did nor labour, and citics which they built nor, 
and vincyards and olive-trecs which rhey planred 
not. For ſuchand fo great benefits of Almightic 
God, hee onelie requires,tharthey for their parts 
would cxpreſle their thankfulncfle by ſerving the 
Lord in (inceritie and uprightneſlc, and by having 
nothing to doe with thoſe falſe gods which their 

fathers ſerved beyond the floud,andin Agypt. 
Oh how inflamed is that zealc ! how indetati- 
gable is that diligence,which neither the coldneſle 
of age can extinguiſh, nor the feeblenſle of decay- 
ed nature can diminiſh ! 7ſbeah,like a good Ste- 
ward, beingto leave the houſe of his -_ the 
Church of his God , would leave (as much as lies 
in him) all in good order before he goes ; would 
{ce thattrue eh 10n ſhould be thorowly planted . 
Like a good Paſſr.be fore hc leaves his flock, faine 
would hee gather together the outcaſts of Iiracl, 
and bring all into one fold : He would fainc make 
all that dwelt in Ifracl, ro betrue Iſraclites indeed. 
Here (my beloved ) you have a faire mirrour 
of pictie ; bur wherein you may behold the 
B dilpro 
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difproportion of rheſe rimes : For where 1s that 
Authoritic which ſo beſtirres it ſelf in Gods 
Cauſe 2 where 15 hee thar will under: rh tin his 
priv are houſe, which 7-6 doth ina Common- 
wealth 2 O b jarren world, which do!t gather 
frengrh in 4inne,by running towards t ny wn | 

1-eds mult thy finnes be purged with a dcluze of 
Gre, ſince the beſt amoneſtus are but briars and 
thornes, and have not ſo much as one dram of 7 
ſbuahs zcale. 

Well, butro procced : Pſhuah (you {cc loaves 
no meanes unaſlaied to brin: grhis g00! d purpolc of 
his to a wiſh-d effect. Bur if this unrulic Ln 
tude would not obey rhe c: mmand lement 
God, of that God which had wrouzhr {Uuch 2rcat 
things for them , nor keepe his Cover ant : If 
the hardneſlc of their hearts were ſuch.cthit they 
could be content to enjoy tus bencthirs,ancl p ' 
forme no {crvicc : hee fers before them life and 
n_ th,this day, tochooſe waich rhey w ds WiC 

ther they would {crve the gods which t 
thers ſerved, that were bey /ond the Wo pe 
0 ods ofthe Amorites, inwaoſec land they dw * 
As fo! ' himſ-lfe, he is ftirmely bent and rc ſolurc 
both for himſclfe and his familic, ro m11i 
Gods caulc againſt the whole world ; 2-7 .:« fo 


zCee. Nc. Now from this practicc of /- h ff /.\VEC 
learnc whar 15 our dure : namely, this tec _- X 
that 14 ” me viorld woulda 20 from God . 
ws 4 'F j 
ry one of es particularly ts bound P cleeve unto bt 
[his doctrine which lofhurh had well ade 


11 Mcmoric, now ro makealte of it, anc ly | 
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ex2mplero commendit unto poſtcritie, hee had 
learned 1n Moſes ſchoole : Thou ſhalt ot follow « 
multitzde ( {auth hee) 10 doe evil, Exod. 23.2. 
whichas ir prooves, that wee muſt nor ſuffer oug 
{clves to bee carried away into anic evil courle 
whatſocver, by doing that which the greater part 
doh ; ; locipecially inthethings ercnrmantl 
honour and worth es jd. 

Ard tis ſtands! WW g00d reaton : for if we con- 
{1dcr our calling, firſt,wce are choſen our of the 
world.co bc a peculiar people unto God ; and 
therctore what others doc , wee ovoht not to re- 
eard : weeare the children,wee are the {crvants of 
God ; whertore as the eyes of tervants looke unto 
the hand of their Maſters,cven ſo muſt our cycs 
war LPON t be 9 ord OUTr God. it al. 12% «© In the 
NCx* | W_ if WEE conlider Lc ol ruth ot Gods pro- 
wilcs ; Codis conſtantin his purpoſe , nothing 
Can mz X h.m change, nothing can ma ke him 
breake his covenant wi i vs. Hecis able,and will 
prorcct us againſt all adverſarics,if wee rehie up- 
on 1145 power, and put our truſt in him. If we faile 
Not 11 his ſervice.hc will ner taile in his promiſes : 
A crowne of glorie is the þigh price of our cal- 
ling : nothing can t akc it from us, if wee continue 
tothe nd. And ſhall wee then bereave our ſelves 
of ſo grcata reward,as makes us happy and ble (Ted 
tor cvcr, by going backe from the ſervice of to 
g00d, lo powertull, ſo juſt a God, cithcr tor teare 
or tor tavour of vaine man ? 

A third and laſt reaſon why wee ſhould cleave 
unto G © Þ, though the whole World ſhould 
D 2 g0C 
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ge from God,is,becauſe though wee have never 
ſo manie preſidents in this kind, yet no multitude 
can warrant us againſt the juſtice & judgements of 
God. If wee finne with the multitade , wee thall 
be puniſhed with the multitude. For when wee 
are called to give up our account, it will not bee 
ſufhcient for us to fy week done as wee {aw 
others doc : bur as we are partakers of their {11ncs, 
{owee muſt partake of their ſufferings roo. Mark 
(my brtheren) and take Aaron for example, who 
becaulc he ranne the ſame courſe with the people, 
and being overcome with the importuniric of the 
unrulic multitude, confentedro their idolarric,in 
making them a golden calfe,and worſhipping it ; 
was not ſuffered to come intothe land of promiſe, 
Numb. 20. 24. 

Bur on the contrary,if wee look unto the cxam- 
= of thc holy men, whoſe praiſes are regiſtred 
»wthe ſpirit ofGod,we ſhal fndir recorded to their 
high commendation , that their hcarts were al- 
waics ſtrait and right in the ſervice of God : they 
cleaved ſtcdtaſtly untorthe true worſhip of GoJ, 
thougn living in the midft of a froward and pcr- 
verle generation, When all che world was-ſctup- 
on wickedneile, yet even then was juſt Noa) a 
Preacher of rightcouſacſle, 2. Pet. chap.2. vers. 
Abraham built an Altar unto the = . and 
called upon the name of the Lord, when he diwc!: 
amongſt the fierce and idolatrous Heathens , G--. 
I 2, Righteous Lot was not Without the fearc of 
God, nor did depart from the commandements 
of God,though living amongſtrhe beaſtly Sodo- 
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mites ; his righteous ſoule was vexed with the 
unclcanc converſation of thoſe wicked men, Ger. 
19.Laſtly,in a word, Danze/did not ſhrink to pray 
openly unto his God, notwithſtanding thatwic- 
ked deerce of the king were publiſhed to the con- 
traric ; whereby he was brought in —_ of his 
life, for the zeale and freedome of his devotion, 
Dan. 6. 

Alas, Alas (my brethren ) ! necdes muſt the 
examples of thele zcalous Saints riſe up in 
judgement againſt us,and condemne the coldnefle 
and hypocrific of our wretched times : in which 
the moſt part of men are readie to ſtartle aſide 
from the profeſhon of that faithand co__ in 
which manic yeares thcy have biwr taughr, even 
upon the leaſt carthly advantage that ſhall be offe- 
red unto- them. If there be hope that they ma 
better their decaicd fortunes : it they may vleats 
men, give content, and curric tauour ; they will 
eaſily be broughtto fall trom Chriſt , torcnounce 
his Goſpel . Thus the foundations of the earth 
are out of courſe,and none like /oſbuah to beare up 
the pillars of it. 

Let but the found of a change in Religion ſtrike 
the carcs of men ; what a number of falte and wa- 
vering hcarts will ſoone be diſcloſed , who will 
runne with the multirude, and expoſe that truth 
whereby they ſhould bee faved , unto an open 
ſhame! And why is this £ but becauſe men doe 
not value the great and pretious promiſes of 
Chriſt, as they thould; they docnor love Chriſt 
tor himlelfe ; they care not for Religion , 

B 3 Farber 
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frcher than irmay; ſtand with their workily and 
carnall-ends, Yer here is a ground of comtort 
forall them thardoe faithfully fervethe Lord, and 
ſtedfaſtly cleave unto him; for he will cleave ſted- 
taſtly untorhem : he will not forſake them.nor 
leave them in the hand: of theirenemics , but will 
be rcadieto affiltthem, and ro comfort them art all 
aſlaies. Yea,let them notbediſcouraged nor diſ- 
maicd with rhe manifold: offences which they 
fide in this world:: God will ſhorten theſe wret- 
ched titnes for his Ele&ts ſake ; when ir1hall be un- 
toeveric manaccordingro his taith. Oncly inthe 
meanetime,ler them poſleſle their ſfoulcs in parti- 
encc, and reſolve with Joſbzah to be conſtine in 
the ſervice of God, how-ever the world varics ; 
tor if chey continue to the end , undoubtedly 
they ſhall obtaine that promiſed crowne of gloic, 

Thus much forthe connexion of my-rcxr ; rhe 
words themſclves doc now crave your attention : 
in which, bcing (astheyare) a Protettation, you 
have theſe two circumſtances;Firſt,the partic pro- 
teſting ; whole qualitic and condition you arc ro 
conlider : Secondly , the extent of his Proceſtati- 
on. 

Hee that proteſteth here, is /oſbuah the Gover- 
norot the l{raclites, famous amongſt them tor his 
Congqueſts in the warres,, and no letle renowned 
tor his Counſailes in the times of peacc , in a 
word, the chief man amongrthem, both in power, 
dignitic and authortie : from which aritcch this 
point. of inſtruction , God: requeres of the greateſt 
men,the preateſt.zeale for his glorie. 
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Apointwhich you may fcc notably proved, 
2. Sam . 12.7. where Nathan the Prophet,being 
ſent to reproove Davra forthote heinous firms 
of murthcr and adulterie which hee had commir- 
red, enforcerh the arguments of his reproofe fron 
the promoritoa and dignitic which God thad-rai- 
{cd David unto, and fromthe benchrs which were 
conterred upon him : 7 hou artthe man (faith Na- 
than, having made DPawid to Pronounce the ten- 
tence of deachupon himſclte,by a parablewhich 
he told him): thus ſarth the Lord God of Iſrarl; Tn- 
ointed thee king over tſract , and deliverea thee 
out of the hand of Saul , and gave vhee thy 'Lords 
houſe,and thy Lords wrwves into thy brſome, and oxve 
thee the houſe of Iſrael and of Indahyand would more- 
over, if that had bin too little, have grtfen thee fucb 
and ſuch things : wherefore haſt thou deſpiſed the 
commandement of the Lord,to do evill in bis ftiht? 
And indeedrhere is good reaſon why the Lord 
ſhould require the ſincereſt and greareſt ſervice of 
them, whom he hath exalred unto rhe higheſt pla- 
ccs, and upon whom he hath beſtowed his bene- 
hts morc abundantly than upon others. [For tiff 
of all,by alike reaſon , Doth northe hosbandman 
expect the goodlieſt croppe fromrhat ground up- 
on which hee-hath beftowed the greateſt coſtand 
labour © Dotnor:parentrs alſo expetrhe greats! 
ductic and. aftettion »from 'that:childe rowntds 
whom they have bi-moſtindylerit undearefwll 
inhis education. So likewiſciris with the'Wn- 
{ter xowards his ſervant : If his bountic heve bm 
extraordinary towards him, hee mayzuſtlylooke 
tor 
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for extraordinarie reſpe& and ſervice at his hands. 
And ſhall not Almightie God -_ of them 
the ſincereſt ſervice, and __ e for his glo- 
rie, whom hee hath raiſed unto the greateſt digni- 
rie 2 

Againe,ſecondly, if wee looke about in the ve- 
rie courſe of nature, that will reach us another (uf- 
ficient reaſon of this poinr.The higheſt Spheares, 
are not they the ſwifteſt in motion £ and doe they 
not carrie about with them the inferiour orbes, by 
their celeritie 2 The biggeſt ſtarres in the farma- 
ment, arethey not evermore the brighteſt : and 
doe they not give luſtre unto the leſſer ſtarres*? 
Now tell mee; If God doepreſcribe ſuch order 
to his dumbe creatures, how much more will hee 
require,thatthe ſame order ſhould be kept in his 
reaſonable creature, in his mort noblc creature 
(man) : Thus then wee conclude by a like 
reaſon : Men that beare authoritie , that are emi- 
nent in power and dignitie, thatcxcell in riches 
* andConimand, are placedinthe higheſt Spheares 
of humane ſocietic ;to this end, that (like ſonnes 
of God ) they might ſhine brightly unto their in- 
feriours by their godly lifeand example. 

Such arguments as theſe, it were fit that they 
ſhould alwaies beare in their minds, leſt, being 
= in this world, t the hand that rat- 

them; & that them which David com- 
plaines of : Mer being in honour ( ſaith he) hath no 
underſtanding , but is compared unto the beaſts that 
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heeuſcth to frame a prepoſterous argument, and 
to inferre (a poſitione beneficy, — of fey ) 
from the poſition of dignitie, the depoſition of 
« qduetic, 2 poore men (faith hee) and ſuch as be 
«ofa lowly and humble fpirittremble atthe word 
© of God. Let them be dejected, and groane at 
« the ſight of their ſinncs, who want the good 
«things ofthis world to comfortthem. Great re- 
< ſolutions become them that bec in great places. 
« Wilt thou goe with the multitude, and bri 
*©rhcm forth into- the houſe of God * This is the 
* way to make thee lefſe than thou art. Doc nor 
«trouble rhy (cle with frequenting religious ex- 
«erciſes, nor with mortitying contemplations, 
* w*b cnter thorow, evento the dividing afunder 
© of the ſoule andthe Spirit. Learnetro have the 
* advantage of thy great fortune z one houre ina 
* Sabbath is enough to ſpend in devorion,the reſt 
«thou maiſt beſtow upon thy leltc. 

Thus doth Satan goc aboutto delude man, and 
make the bleſſings of God become ſnares in his 
way ; pcr{wading him, that by how much he is a- 
bove others, hc hath by ſo much,more liberty than 
others. Whcre,on the contraric , Godis no accep- 
tcr of perſons, nor regards heeanie manthe more 
for that which he hath : but inas much as he hath 
received all from him, hce lookes for the greater 
teare and obedienceat his hands. The more ta- 
!cnts a man hath received,the greater account harkr 
hce to make for them. 

The ule therefore of this point ſerves forin- 
{truction untoall ther whom God hath advanced 
C 17 
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in this world, upon whom he hath beſtowed his 
outward favours and bleſſings zo teach them to 
be alwaies mindfull whar, andofwhom they have 
received rhem , and to be caretull ro walke wor- 
thie of their high calling. Theſe ourward gra- 
ces,which make mento beeſteemed and admired 
inthe world (riches, honours, power , and prec- 
minence) they are not borne with men , men arc 
not borne untorthem ; they have them not by na- 
ture : Bnrt they are the gitrs of God, he beſtowes 
them where he pleaſeth ; and where hc beſtowes 
them, there he expects, thar(like good (tewards) 
men ſhould tairhfully diſpoſe ofthem,to his glory. 

God(faiththe Apoſtle)hath appointed 2 4ay,in the 
which he wilt iudoe the world with righteouſneſſe: 
then ſhall all men riſe ro give an account of their 
doings. Not the pooreſt manthat lives,but hath 
manie waicstaſted of the benefits and bounric ot 
God, and therefore ſtands accountable for his {c1 
vice & tor his thanketulneſte, He that hath bin un- 
taithfullin a lictle, ſhall be beaten with the tewe: 
ſtripes; but the miphtie (faith the wile man) [ball 
be mightily tormented, Wi. 6.6. 

For why : Great and publicke examples have 
this condition annexed unto them ; that they can- 
not {1nne onely to themſelves, but muſt nceds rc- 
dound oftentimeseven untoe@ whole countric. If 
the, maſter of a houſe bee given to {wearing , the 
whole tamilic will abuſe his example, and rake the 
lame libertic in that horrible finne . If he care not 
ro breake the Sabbath by unſcaſonable {ports , 


they that live with him, will have as little carc to 
kcep it holy, | O 
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O let not ſuch a ſiniſter perſwaſton as this is, 
blind their eyes ; that becauſe theworld Aatrers 
them, therefore C od will be.che more tavourable 
tothcm ,; or becauſethey find God to be more be- 
neficiall ro them in the things of this world, 
thattherefore the caſe will bee ſo with them too 
in the world to come. No(faith Chriſt, ſpeaking of 
them that did put more confidence in their riches, 
than in God), 4 rich man ſhall hardly enter imto the 
kingdom of heaven: Nay,he gocs further than fo,& 
cells us , that zt 7s eaſier for ; a Caneeltto £oe thorow 
the eye of a neeale, than for arich man to enter into 
the king dome of God, Math. 19.23. 


WW hen Lazarins (as it 15 in the parable dicd, my 


ras ſtraightw aics carricd by the Angels into 
by ahams boſome ; but Dives when he diced was 
in torments, Bur what was it that Dives had 
done : wee doe not read of anie horrible crime 
that was ry: unto his charge : Onely this was 
all)hc ſerved the Bcſh & the world, in (tcad of ſer- 
ving God ; and did not return that which hee had 
received from God,toth egloric of God. Here- 
Upon was thatantwer given him :; Some remember 
that thou in thy life trme recervedſh thy pleaſures, 
Luke 16. . 
Thus,thougha wan may bc accounted happie 1n 
this world ; though he may appcaran honeſt man 
the world- = yer is notthis cnough to ſlave 
o im: hen nay bc in dange! of going unto hell, it he 
p give no berter account of his ſerviceunto God. 
"'Oh how willthey doe then, upon whom God 
beſtowes temporal] blcflings with a FR 
? an 
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(16) 
hand ; unto whom he givesall manner of mcancs, 
and occafions of doing good in this life ; whom 
hee coinpaſſerh about with the light of his Goſ- 
pel : it after ſuch ſweet benefits they be nor care- 
full and zealous to promote his glorys What can 1 
ay more than this, thar lite and death is (cr before 
us,and with bended knees beſeechthe God of mcr- 
cic, even the Father of our Lord Icſus, ro make us 
carefull ro chooſe the berterpart, to make us wiſc 
to our lalvation 2 

Now from the qualitic of rhepartie proteſting, 
in the next place I come tothe extent of his pro- 
reſtation : [As for mee and my houſe, we will [erve 
the Lord : 7] 1ſhuah thinkes it not enough that hee 
himſelfc be religious, thathe in his owne perſon 
bethe ſervant of the Lord ; unleſle thoſe rthathee 
keeps about him, bethus pioully affected  unleſle 
they be religious too. Hee will binde all rhar live 
with him, in thc ſame bond of dueric unto God. 
None ſhall ferve 7oſbxuzh., that will nor (crve 
that God which loſbuah ſerves. 1 will ſerve the 
Lord ({aith 7oſhuah); yernot only fo, but 7474 ny 
bouſe will ſerve the Lord. Hence Icommend unto 
your conſiderations this memorable doctrine: The 
true ſervants of God will beep none in their houſes , 
but ſuch as ioine with them in the true worſhipping of 
God. | 

This point, if you reade the 101. Plalme, 

you may ſce proved to the full : where Daw/d,ſer- 
ting down what government he wil obſerve in his 
houfe and kingdome, ſhewes what manner of per- 
{ons they arcthat hee will refuſe,and who they be 


whom 


| 
| 
| 
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whom he will chuſe tolive in his houſe with him. 
Mine eyes (faith he) look wnt? ſuch as are faithfull 
in the land, that they may dwell with mee. whoſo lea- 
deth a godly life free ſhall be my ſervant. There ſhall 
no deceitful perſon dwell in my houſe : he that telleth 
lies, ſhall not tarrie in my ſight. 1ſhall ſcone deſtroy 
all the ungodly that are in the land, that Imay root 
ont all wicked aoers from the City of the Lord. 


Now the reaſon of this point, is firit grawne pegſcy, 


from the conformiric which there is betwixt the 
Catholike Church andeveric true member there- 
of: No uncleane thing comes within the bounds 
and pale of the Catholike Church , nothing a- 
bides in that , which is not pure and holy. And 
thcreforc he thatis a member of this Church, will 
ſufter none to bee neare about him (as much as lies 
in him) who is nota member of the fame body, 
whois nota free denizon of the Citric of his God. 
As in naturall homogencall bodies , eycrie part 
doth //aſc/pere rationem t0tius) participate of the 
name and nature of the whole ; ſhunnes whar is 
contraric to that nature ; and moſt willingly ga- 
thers it ſclfero that which is of the ſame kinde : 
For example ; The leaſt droppe of water hath the 
name of its Element; hath the entire properties of 
it ; partakes of the round figure of thatElement ; 
and beſt agrees and unites it {clfe to water. In like 
manner it1s with the fire andthe reſt of the Ele- 
ments ; being homogeneall bodies, they are not 
compounded of ante parts,which agree notin the 
name and nature of the whole. Soit is with the 
truce members: of that myſticall bodic whereof 

C3 Chriſt 


Gen.}.15. 
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Chriſt is the head ; they cannot ſuffer themſclves 
to be combined with wicked perſons and unbe- 
leevers : no, they will aflociate none unto them- 
ſelves, by their good wills, who arc not cnducd 
with grace, and goodveſle, and a godly conver{a- 
tic:1, being the true qualities and markes of that 
invifible Chuch, wherot they themlſclves arc truc 
members, 

A {ccond reaſon is drawne from the inconve- 
niences which muſt needs follow , if they thould 
luffer wicked and ungodly perſons ro dwell in 
their houſes, For,firitof all, where ſuch Ifmac- 
lites are, God cannot have his dae : needs mult his 
honour be blaſphemed ; his naine cannot be ſan- 
Eificd ; there can be notrue peace in that houſe, 
bur {1xfida ſociet.es ) atreacherous focictic. There 
will be perperuall enmitie berwixtthe {ced of the 
woman,and the ſced ofrhe ſerpent. If the lonne 
of the bond.woman bee ſuffered to tarric in the 
houſe with the fonne of thepromile, hc will nc- 
verlcave mocking andperſecuring, untill hce bee 
caſt out. E/a» and /acob cannot lic together in the 
ſamc womb, without ſtrugling rogether,and put- 
ting Kebeccs to paine, The Arke of God cannot 
reſt with Dagon. Beſides, if wee adi this un- 
kindly mixture , another inconvenience mull 
needs happen ; the found members of that bodic 
wil be 1n danger, where there1s ane rotten mem 
ber ſuffered ro hang on': Herehie and Vice are as 
infcctiousas the plague it felte, When thc Apo- 
{tle charged the Corinthians to cxcommunicate, 
and pur out of their aflemblie the inceſtuous per- 
LON 
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ſon, hc urgeth this reaſon ; A /rttle leaven(faith he) 
leavenc th the whole lum mpe ; purge out therefore the 
old leaven, that yee may ve a new lumpe, as yee are 
unleavencd. 1. Cor. 5.6. 

Toconcludethis point;they cannevertruly and 
ſincerely ſerve God, who doe not cauſe them that 
live in their houſes, to ſerve him in like manner. 

The uſe of this ſerves inthe firſt place forintor- 
mation , to ſhew us what manner of proficients 
we are in the ſchoole of grace ; how ſtedfaſtly we 
cleave unto the covenant of God ; how pertectly 
we walke in his waics ; how necre Wee * have attat- 
nedto that heavenly communion bf Saints. For if 
our converſation be in heaven, all our delight will 


bee upon the Saints on carth. wee know (faith S. , lob.3.14/ 


tohn) that we have paſſed from death unto life , be- 
cauſe wee love the bretheren. Wee know by this, 

that wee love God, andthat wee are beloved of 
God, it wclove his {crvants, and make much of 
them thar feare the Lord. And then (with Bawid) 

wee walk in our houſes with a perfect heart, when 
with one ſpirit, & with one foule, both our ſclves, 

and tholc that be under us.do fervethe Lord : then 
wee ſhall be ſure of a blething. 

When the Lord did {o f. umiliarly converſc with 
Abraham , and create him the farther of the faith- 
full, it was with this proweſs, for (faith hee) /know 
him that hee will command his ſonnes,and his houſe- 
hold after him, that they keepe the way of the Lord, 
t0 doe riehteouſaelſe and indaement , Genef. 18, 
WhenDawvid was choſen of God; and pronounced 
a man after Gods owne heart, it was with reſpect 
unro 
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unto the faithfulnefle and truth of his, in ruling 
them that were commirred to his charge, prudent- 
ly with all his power, P/al. 78. 72. 

Would(t thou find that favour in the eyes of the 
Lord, that Abraham did ? then thou muſt follow 
the ſteppes of Abrahams faith. Would(ſt thou be 
as deare unto God, as David was 7 then with Da- 
v4 thou muſt ſceke ro enlargerthe gloric of God. 
Thy cycs muſt look unto ſuch as be faithtull in the 
land, that they may dwell with thee : hee, and 
none but hee muſt be thy ſervant, that leaderha 
godly life. In aword, wouldſtthou, with //-«- 
ah, entcr into the promiſed Canaan * then, with 
Pſhuzh, thou muſt bee zealous tor Gods cauſe . 
Though all the world ſhould ſtagger , and revolr 
trom God,& forſake his Covenant; yet muſt thou 
maint.11 his worſhip: thou mult obey his Com- 
mandemets; thou muſtreverence his word, 8 bcar 
this rclolution ; /and my houſe will ſerve the Lord. 

The ſecond uſe of this point ſerves to diſcover 
untous the backward diſpoſition of the Chriſti- 
ans of this age ; in whom wee find no ſoch zealc 
torGodsglory,no ſuch forwardnes inthis fervicc. 
Alas, alas ! where have-wee one endewed with 
Abrahams faich, to teachthe commandements nd 
ordinances of God unto his poſteritic 7 where is 
one inſpired with this zeale of 79ſpuah , to proteſt 
fincerely , Jana my houſe will ſerve the Lord? We 
may runne to and fro with /eremze, and ({carch 
long enough, before wee finde rhe man cither a- 
mong(t {mall or great, 

{ Tellmee; Is not the vigour and force of Chri- 
ſtianine 


. (21) 
| ſtianiric ſtrangely abated and decayed, when moſt 

places in the world (like Cazaphas hall) are filled 
| with arabblement of Vice ; Hereticks, Atheiſts, 
Epicures (pell-mell) all of all ſorts, laving of good 
men 2 We arc falnc upon thoſe laſtand deſperate 
times ofthe world, which S. Paw ftorctold thould 
come, and hath livcly ſet forth, 2.77m. 3.1. This 
know ((aith hc), that in the laſt dayes ſball come pe- 
| rillous times ; for men ſhall be lovers of thetr owne 
ſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud , blaſphemers, deſpt- 
ſers of thoſe that are gooa, lovers of pleaſures, more 
than lovers of God; baving a forme of godlineſſe,but 
denying the power thereof. 

The Divell hath gottenthe ſtart of the world, 
and hath ſet up in the mindcs of men his idols of 
worldly pompe and vanitic. What is more neg- 
lected,than the Commandements of God 2 what 

| iS {lighted ſo much, as his ſervices and whoare 

ſo backwardin it, as they that ſhould be molt for- 
ward? Allthe coun(cll that I cangive uythis cale, 
is that of Dawid, © conſider this yeet et God, 
Leſt he pluck you away,and there be non wer you. 

The third and la(t uſe of this poi r exhor- 
ration, to ſtirre up thoſe who have thgcharge and 
command of others, untothe careful and conſei- 
onable performance of this ducty , by all mcanes 

tocnlarge and advance the kingdome of Chrilt ; 
| and where God hath eſtabliſhed them , tharthere 
they ſhould eſtabliſh godlincfle. As this is the 
greateſt and weightieſt duetic thar lyes upon men 
inthis world , fa hath it the greateſt arguments, 
and the weightieſt Mages to enforce it, a 
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Firſt,the benefit which rhe performance of our 
duery herein, brings with it, 

Secondly, the dangerthatwe runne into, by the 
negle hereof. 

Godlineſle is the greateſt gaine to a Chriſtian 
that is : it hath not onely thepromiſes of this life, 
bur of the life ro come; for, i ſerving the Lord 
(faith David) there ts great reward. Whercas on 
the contrarie, an everlaſting curſe of miſcric and 
contemprt,is laid upon thoſe wretches that arc neg- 


_ in his worke. 
hen the Lord ſent his Prophettoreprove F/, 
and to threaten the takingaway of the Prieſthood 
from him and his poſteritie, becauſe his ſonnes ran 
intoa ſlander, and their father ſtayed them not ; 
this is the ſentence that the Lord addes withal! : 
For them that honour mee({faith God)7 wit honour , 
and they that deſpiſe me, ſhal be deſpiſed,r Sam. 2.30. 
Would you hear whargratious & ſingular pri- 
viledges the true ſervants of God have? liſten then 
tothat which Davidrells you: Theeyes of che Loyd 
(faith David) are over the righteous; and his cares 
are open wito their prayers. Againe : The righteous 
ery,and the Lord heareth them, and delivereth them 
out of all their troubles. Andonce more hce addes 
this inthe ſame Pfalme : The Lord delivererh the 
(oules of his ſervants,and all they that put thejr truſt 
inhimſball not be deſlitate, Pſal. 34. Nay morco- 
ver,whoſoever hee is that is zealous for the Lord, 
ſhall not only have the Lord for his protector and 
defender in all his afflictjous ; but for his Coun- 
&llor and Director in all his affaires,as the ſame 
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Prophet doth notablly expreſſe ir in another 

ce ; What man ts hee ({aith David) that fearerh 
the Lord ? him ſball he teach in the way that he ſhall 
chooſe. 

- wh benefitsand teſtimonies of Gods father- 
ly affection and care rowardsthem,are ordinarie, 
and dayly exrendedrothem : butwhar ſolace or 
delight is there, thatthis world can afford, to bee 
compared with the joy and comfort, which the 
dying ſ{crvant of God teeles, when hee can truel 
«* ſay (his conſcience bearing him witneſle), Lor 
wo Sr brought up them in thy knowledge and 
< feare, whom thou gaveſt intomy hands : I have 
* not hidrhy commandements from my poſteri- 
«tie: The talents which I received of thee, loe, 
© here they arc encreaſcd. I made it the ſcopeof 
© my life,to ſet forth thy glory,and toenlarge thy 
« kingdome : Ler not my Lord bee angrie at the 
* weakneſſe of his unprofitable ſervant. I have fi- 
* niſhed my courſe, I have keprthe faith 

Mee thinkes indeed I heare the Iudge of the 
® world pronouncing that ſweer Elogic, EvayaR 
© kad 15k A5kz, Wel done good & Faithful ſervant; 
<« thou haſt bin faithfull in little, I will make thee 
«Ruler over much : Enter in intothy maſtersjoy, 
Mat,25.21. Andwill hee not on the contraric 

ronounce thatdreadfull ſentence uponthoſe that 
OE abuſed his goods ? Serwvi mals cr candtatores, 
*«Yeecvilland flothfull ſervants, where aremy 
* Talents * why doc I not receive mine own with 
© advantage* how 1s it, that yee have buried chem 
Os. ann "PRE 
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&« of this world ? ger ye therefore out of my pre- 
& ſence,into urrer darknes. This is that ſeverc (en- 
tence w® our Savior hath forewarn'd us of,bcing 
as yet converſant amongſtus in humilitic. Where- 
fore it will bc our wiſdome to thinke of it ſeriou(- 
ly, that wee may bee outofthe danger of ir, when 
he thall appcare in his yu | 

For (alas !) otherwiſe what unſpeakable ſhame, 
what horrour and confuſton will beride us in that 
day ; when as ſo manie zealous Saints and fcr- 
vants of the Lord, who have waded thorow the 
ſtorms ofryrannie and perſecution, and have ad- 
orned their conſtanr profeſſion of the Gofpell of 
Iefus, wihthe innocencie of their godly lives, and 
have fealedir with their bloods'; when rhele ſo 
manic ſhall be ourjudges 7 O blefled Sainrs whoſe 
foules are in heaven, where you doe tollow the 
lamb whereſoever he goes;clothed in white robes, 
.asthe livery of your innocencie, &palins in your 
hands,as ped nur victoric ! how will your 
zeal, and your forwardneſleto fer forth the glory 
of God,condemne the coldnes and backwardnes 
of yourpoſteritte bo 209 

Now therefore'confider how fearctull the c- 
ſtate of Reprobares1is: they mult never look to {ce 
the-face of God : They that will nor ſerve the 
Lord, the-Lord will caſt them-forch from his pre- 
{ence :God will ſpue them forth, whoſocver they 
they be, that are nor zealous of his glorie. In the 
third of the Revelarion, the fifteenth, thus writes 
theSpint of Godro the luke-warm Angctl of the 
Church of the Laodiceans : 7 knowe thy _ 
(tait 


(25) 
(faich God), that thou ert neither cold nor hot : 7 
would thou wereſt cold or hot : therefore becauſe thou 
art lube-warm, and neither cold noy hot, it will come 
ro paſſe,that I ſhall ſpue thee out of my mouth. 

O terrible voice of the juſt judgement of God ! 
Wouldſt thou eſcape this judgement * wouldfſt 
thou not be fpewed out of the mouth of God ? 
there 15 bur one onely way ſet downe inthe 1 g**, 
verlc of this chap. Be zealous therefore, and amend. 

It may be, vaine men (ſuch is their wretchednes) 
may caſt off the feare of theſe judgements for a 
while , by a continuall exchange in vanities, 
whilſt evill companie doth fpare them no timeto 
thinke of their end : But what will they doe, when 
that ſad day of their departure comes ? when their 
ſoules pertorce muſt beeraken from them * when 
they mult leave all, and bid this world farewell 
forever * what fatterer then can ſend rhemaway 
with a quiet conſcience , and with folid comfort 2 

whar is hethat can doe them anie good, or ſtand 
them in anie ſtead, when inall their life-time they 
havenor purchaſed Chriſt for their friend © 

Remember therefore (O man), Remember 
whilſt thou haſt time, for what end thou arrplaced 
in this world : namely,that thou arrhere placedro 
be a probationer inthe houſe of God, in a lower 
ſtraineto reſound his praiſes : where if rhouſhalt 
be found a proficient in-grace and godlineſſe, then 
will the Lord advance thee unto that immorrall 
Quire, unto the fellowſhip of Saints and Angels, 
there to fing unto him more glorious H A L E- 
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Wellthen, this being thus , fince the wellfare 
and happineſle of man nthe conſci- 
onable diſcharge of that duetic which he owes ro 
God, both in himſ{clfe , aud ia thoſe that belong 
unto him : ſince it is of ſuch conſequence, that c1- 
ther it procures manseternall felicitic, being carc- 
fully and rightly performed ; or being nevleccd, 
his everlaſting miſerie : what wiſe man will not 
make it his chieteſt ſtudic, ro approove his waics 
untothe Lord * what wiſe man will not make it 
the verit.joy of his heart,todoe the commande- 
ments of fuch a God 2 what wiſe man will not 
binde himſclfe unto this duetie, and reſolve with 
loſbuah, 1 and my houſe will ſerve the Lord ? 

Iam perſwaded, I need uſeno further induce- 
ments to kindle your zeale, the veric mcationing 
of eternall life being enough to prevaile wi:h the 
ſoule, which is created immortall . Bur perhapps 
you may put-in that queſtion here, which was 
made to Peter and the reſt of the Apoſtlcs, by 
thoſe new Converts in the ſecond of the 4s ; 
what ſhall we doe ? what rules canſt thou preſcribe 
us 2 what way canſtthou ſerus inthis dutic © Give 
mee leave therefore , as farre as this ſcantling of 
time ts, to propolea few {peciall directions 
fit to be put in practice, if you have adelire to per- 
forme this dutic as it oughttobe performed. 

Firſt , whoſoever thou art that wouldelt (crve 
God ſoundly and fincerely, thou and thy family 
(that ye may bethe bleſſed of the Lord , thou and 
thy fanuly ) then with Dew#ds bleſſed man , thy 
dclight muſt be in the Law of the Lord, and in his 


Law 


(27) 
Law thou muſt exerciſe thy ſclfe day and night. 
Here is true wiſedome to be learned : not ſuch as 
this world teacheth men, whereby to compaſſe 
their ſiniſter ends, but ſuch as will make thee wiſe 
inthy Calling, wiſe, to fave thy ſelfe and them 
that heare thee , ſuchas will makethee perfe&tun- 
ro everic good worke. Let others ſerve their luſts, 
and follow the vaine imaginations of their owne 
hearts : ler rhem that luſt to periſh, adore the god 
of this world, and facrifice unto their owne nets ; 
as forthce, whoſoever thou arr,that aſpireſtunto c- 
ternitie, let not this booke of the Law depart out 
of thy mouth, bur meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayeſt obſerve and doe according to all 
that is written thercin : for then ſhalt thou make 
thy way proſperous,and then ſhaltthou have good 
ſucceſle,zo.1.8. A Chriſtians Library may ſoo- 
neſt be furniſhed of all other Studies : it requires 
no moc bookes than two, the one, the c of 

Gods Law, conteining the Theone ; the other, 
the booke of his owne Conſcience, which con- 
taincs the Practice of his duety. Oh whara hap- 
pie ſtudent is he inthe Schoole of grace,that keeps 
tor himſclfe a true concordance out of theſerwo ! 

Why doe men bufic themſelves in needlcfſe 
marters, and with a greedie curiofitie feed their 
fancies with impertinent trifles : Whar good doe 
our ſoules reape by the monſters of Africa, or by 
the diſcoveries of America * Lo! herc is rhar («- 


num neceſſarium ) which includes the whole durie x.,4.z0. 42. 
ofman, the Epitome of all profitable learning, Co/.12.13. 


which isonly able ro make us wiſe to falvation.  2.79.3.15. 
Theſc 
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Theſeare thoſe bookes which thou ſhalt be put 
unto, upon the greateſt tryall that ever can betall. 
thee, even upon lite and death, notthis temporal 
of the bodie, but that erernall of ſoule and bodie, 
before the Almightic Iadge of the world. In the 
rwentith of the Revelation,and the 1 2**. 7 ſaw the 
dead ((aith 1ohn) both preat aud and before 
God : and the bookes were opened , and another booke 
wwas opened,vohich us the booke of life; and the dead 
wvere tudged of thoſe things wuhich were written in 
: the bookes, according to their wyorkes. 

Well; the ſecond rule that I will propoſe to be 
practiſed, for the right performance of this duetic 
ro God,is this : If thou & thy houſe would ſerve 
God, ſoas you ought to ſerve him, then know, 
that God hath ſer apart oneday of the weeke for 
his ſervice : Heallowes thee fixe dayes, to ſpend 
uponthy ſelfe,but requires that thouſhouldeſt de- 
dicate the ſeventh day unto him : and leſt thou 
mightſt forget it, he bids thee Remember to keep ir 
hot. Oh denic him not ſo ſmalla requeſt,as one 
day,that hathgiven theeall. Nor hath he,for him- 
{clfe,anic <n of this from thee, but for thy fake 
requires it ofthee, with manifold bleſſings to re- 
turne ittothee. This day then thou muſt exempr 
from the vainethings of this world, and ſpend it 
wholly in pious duties, in religious exerciſes ; in 
the Word, in the Sacraments in the workes of 
mercie and charitic. Now thou muſt rouze up thy 
ſoule,and all that is within thee,to fing pray ſes un- 
tothe Name of the Lord, in the congregation of 
his Saints. Now thinke upon the glorious many 
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of the Lord, the fweer hope of thy redemption; 
the manifold benefires and conſolation that thou 
enjoyeſt in Chriſt : and then let thy raviſht ſoule 
burſt forth into thole glorious exultations of Da- 
wid ; It is a good thing to pive thankes untothe Lord, 
and to ſing prayſes unto thy Name ,O moſt 1 liph : to 
tell of thy lowi kinadneſſe in the morning,and of thy 
truth in the niaht ſeaſon , Pſal.92.1. 

Athird RulcI adde,and that is this : As the Sab- 
bath is appointed of God, to be wholly confecrate 
unto his ſervice ; ſo thou mult ler no day patle, 
without a ſpeciall remembrance of God: The 
Heathens,intheir counterfeit Relizion , yet retat- 
ned this principle ; 4 /ove princ'prum ——to begin 
the day, :nd whatfocver they underroooke,by tirſt 
callinz upon their gods : and ſhame ir were tor 
Chriſtians, :o be more ncgligent in pertormin 
this ſervice untothe God of heaven,the true God. 
thin Hceathens were in — irunto their I- 
dols,which by nature were no gods. Therefore it 
thou wouldeſt be the true ſervant of God, thou 
muſt everie day call upon him, every day pray un- 
to him , privately by thy ſclte, publikely with thy 
family : joyningrogerther with one hcarr,and with 
one ſpirit, wirh reverence, with diligence, with ter- 
vencie. This Rule wee may learne from the A- 
poſtle : Pray alwayes (ſaith he) with all prayer and 

ſupplicat ion in the Spirit; but how * and watching 
thereunto with all perſeverance, Epheſ.6.18. 

The common fort of Chriſtians doc ſhew by 
their careleſſe behavior , that they are fouly miſta- 
ken what prayer is : they thinke ir enough to re- 


peat 
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at the words; and ſo the tongue be buſic in ſpea- 
ing , no matter what the heartis thinking : thus 
they rurnrhe chiefcſt means of grace into the fou- 
leſt ſin that 15,tempring the great majeſtic of God 
by their raſh preſumption. Bur if we would pray as 
we ought,we muſt comeunto this dutic with a re- 
verent preparation, behaving our ſelves as in the 
ſight of God. For this is an high &heaycnly duty, 
which makes us (as it were) familiar with God . 
whereby wee come into the preſence of God,and 
are vouchſafed , being burduſt and aſhes , ro con- 
ferre with that glorious majeſtic of God : and 
therefore, unleſle we meaneto pulldowne acurle 
upon our ſelves , we muſtrake heed how wee per- 
form ſo weightic and divineaduric, carelcily,tor- 
mally, and coldly. 

7 Hm this with griefe of heart, and to our 
ſhame; no gariſh roy, no companic lo vile and 
harefull in the fight of God, but 1s able to caulc us 
to omirthis ducric, andto break it off. What, m 
beloved £ doe we thinkethat God ſtands in ſuc 
need of our devortions, that when wee have {crved 
the fleſhand the world, he will be contented with 
the refuſe of ourtime andaffeftions * Oh no ! we 
may learnc farrc better things of the Heathens , 
Ienavis precibrs fortuma repugnat : Fortune (lay 
they) refiſteth cold and fluggiſh prayers. And 
ſhall that ſervice bee thought meer by Chriſtians 
for the true andeverliving God , whuch Heathens 
thought unmeer fortheir blind, their talc, their 
imaginarie goddeflc ? Farre be this from us ; wee 
have not ſo lcarned Chriſt 
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A fourthruleto be obſerved, that wee may bee 
the true ſervants of God ,is,to withdraw our at- 
fetions from worldly vanities : wee muſt take 
heed,rhat thcſegetnot the poſſcſhon ofour hearts ; 
if they doc, all that ſervice which wee ſhould per. 
forme unto God, will ſoone vaniſh and come to 
nothing. Love not the world (faith S. lohn) neither 
the things that are 1n the world. If anieman love the 
world, the love of the Father is not him, Toh 2. 15, 
For indeed, where the heart is taken up with vani- 
tie, what roome can there be tor pierie © There 
cannot bee twoſuch different roy 6" as are the 
God of heaven, and the godot rthisworld : And 
our Saviour plainely tells us,that noman can ſerve 
two maſters, withour hating the one of them :-Yec 
cannot (faith hee) ſerve God and Mamwmon. Wee 
mult therefore, according tothat rule of the Apo- 
ſtle, ſouſe the world , as if wee uſed itnor ; foule 
it, that we fall norin love with the vanities of it, 
that we be notenſnared with the deceirtulnes of ir. 

A fiftand laſt rule to be obſerved of us, if wee 
would ſhew our ſelves zcalous in the ſervice of 
God, is firſt, that wee ſhould love and afftectgood 
men ; cheriſh them and encourage'them ; keepc 
them with us, and converſe with them. Atrue 
friend (faith the proverbe)is a friend alſo ro him 
that loves his friend. I may extendrhe nature of 
this proverbe to the true ſervants of God ; they 
that ſerve God \{incerely themſelves, will make 
much of rhe ſervants of God. And Dew/4 puts it 
for one of rhe characters and markes ot him that 
ſhall reſt upon rhe holy hill of God; to makemuich 
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of them that feare the Lord, P/al. 15. 4. On the 
contrarie;thoſe that be y and prophane, 
that deride all pietie and religion ; ſuch as thoſe 
are,thy ſoulc muſt hate and abhorre. Dvd could 
tell no better way, whereby ro make proote ot his 
zcale unto God, than by ſfuchan afteftion. Doe wt 
1 hate them ({aith he) that hate thee ? and dave not 1 
riſe up againſt them that riſe up againſt thee ? yea, 7 
hate them ri2ht ſore as if they were mine enemics. It 
thou loveſt the Covenant of thy God,thou mult 
deſpiſe them thar deſpiſe that Covenant : It thou 
loveſtthe law of thy God, thou mult needs hatc 
them that forſake thar law: ſuch muſt nor dwell 
withthce;zfuch muſt norrarrieinthy fight. Doſt 
thourhink that he can prove faithfull ro thee, rhar 
prooves faithleſlero God ? or canſt thou endurc 
that he ſhould begraced by thy countepance, thar 
laies areprochupon thy religions Tis more than 
Chriſtian-patience  fuch was neverin D4z/4; luch 
was neverin /ſbuah. 

Wee cours him no loving ſubject,that harbors 
thoſe who deſpiſe & reſiſt the lawes of his Sove- 
raigne. Shall we be ſozealaus forthe honour of a 
mortallPrince, and ſhall wee be ſo eareiefic ot the 
majeſtic of the 'ummortall God? 

In the old law, he thatdeſpaſed A2ofes law, dicd 
without mercy,undertwaorthece wanetlcs, Des. 

[19.1 5. Marke now -wharthe Apotleinterres up- 

burthis; Of bow mach ſorer puniſhment (faich hee, ) 

Suppoſe yee, ſhall he be wor thie, which treadeth under 

foot the Sonneof God, and connteth the blood of the 

 Teftanens as a wuboly thing, wherewith he w.ti = 
= 0: fic 
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Aified, and doth deſpite the ſpirit of grace? Hebr,ro» 
29. Youſceitisno ſuch light matterto fall from 
the knowne truth, and to forſake the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, being ſo much more excellent than Moſes 
law was. Yet wee are dumbeand iilent in Gods 
cauſe, and paſle over theſe things as if they were 
done in another world,and did no whit concerne 
us ; whilſt wee ſuffer thar gangrene of herefie to 
invade our tamilies. Oh be not decerved : Everie 
maſter mutt give an account for everie fervant hee 
keeps : And looke how manic fuch deſpiſers of the 
word and truthof God are nouriſhed by him, fo 
manic witn«fles will ſtand up againſt hum inthe 
day of the Lord, to convince him of coldneſle 
and want of zeale, 
Here I have juſt occaſion to take up that com+ 
lainr & reproofe which E/-ab uſed eowards the 
back-(liding lews of his time : {ow {ing halt ye be- 
tween tmooprnien's ? If the 113d be God, fellow him ; 
but if Baal be God then fol w 1114, 1. Kin. 18.21.50 
ſay I, If this Goſpel w <> we preachuntoyou,w® 
ye receive, buthe Goipcl of Chriſt ; if it beſole & 
ſuthcxxnt mcanes umo ſalvation, why doc not yec 
reccivett in uprighenefle and finceriry © why ſtand 
ye not up tor Chriſt, and for the maintenance of 
his truth { why doc ye not labour to beate downe 
errours, and urterly ſupprcfle the kingdome of 
Antichvilt £ Take heed |. your incirffercncie 
herein,argue that yee beloag 107 ro Chrilt. 
I will ay no more,bur onely clot up this point 
with that of Auſtin ; Now amat Chriſtium , qui «mat 


aliguid plus GUARS Chriſtin : He loves not Chnift, 
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that loves anic thing more than Chriſt : or with 
that which Chriſt humſelfe ſpeakes ; He that pre- 
fers any thing above Chriſt,is nor worthy ot im. 
I will now draw towards an end : yer beforel 
conclude,one ſpeciall rubberhere is that I mult re- 
move out of the way , principally of great men. 
What is thar, {ay you 2 I will rell you: There is a 
generation of men, than which, never had the 
Church of God enemies more pernicious. Saint 
Paul,nthe third tothe Philippians, hath fer them 
forth intheir lively chara&er. The good Apoſtle, 
conlidering what miſchiefe they would doc in the 
Church of Chriſt,could not ſpeake of them wirh- 
our manic ateare : Many (faith he)walke,of whom 
have told you often,and now tell you even woecping, 
that they are the enemies of the Croſſe of Chri/t;whoſe 
end is deſtruition,ruhoſe god ts their belly, 114 whoſe 
glory is their ſhame ; who mind earthly things. 
Theſe walke from one houſe to another, and 
Chameleon-like, change their colour art cverie 
change ofayre. Theſe are rhoſe ungodly men,of 
whom S. /ude ſpeakes,that defile the fleſb,deſpiſe do- 
mnon, and ſpeake evill of dignities : by reaſon of 
whom, the way of truth is evill ſpoken of. Not 
the Miniſters of God, nor the Word of God,no 
northat drad and facred Majeſtic of God him- 
ſelfe, can paſle free from the poifon of theſe mens 
lips. Theſe arc they that buzze into your carcs 
that curſed policie of wicked /eroboam,t Xing. 12. 
31.romake Prieſts of the loweſt of the people. 
** Hold them ſhore (fay they) and keepe them un- 
* der,leſt they be roo byſlenlth you, 
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O full of all ſubtiltie and all miſchiefe,you chil- 
dren of the Divell, you enemies of all righteou 45 15.10. 
neſle ! will younot ceaſe to pervert the right waies 
of the Lord 2 Behold now : whom doe yourefiſt 2 
For,what are Moſes and Aaron,but the miniſters, 
butthe mcſicngers of the Lord * I fay it is the 
Lord himſclfe that you ſtrive againſt : your 
tongvesare ſet againſt the moſt High , and hee 
willnot faile torecompence your deſerts with e- 
ternall aames, 

But as for you whom God advanceth in this 
world ; if wee be fo vile, fo contemprible in your 
fight, notto be thought worthic of acccſle ,nor 
to havethat freedome of ſpeech which befits our 
place & calling ; we muſt ſuppe-up our contempt 
in ſilence, and thinke with David, wehad ratherbe pat g,, 
doore-keepers im the houſe of our God.Neverthelefle 
we beſcech you,that you would ſometimes retire 
out ofthe vaniry and deceirfulneſle of this world, 
\into your owne ſoules, & conſider of your ſelves 
as you are men; not great and mightie, but fraile 
and mortal,which muſt die like one of the people, 
and givean account as well asthe meaneſtof the 
multtude. There comes another world afterthis, 
where Herod and /ohn Baptiſtſhall both meete a- 
gain,bur upon othergeſle tearmesthan here in this 
world they did : for then the Martyr ſhall be fer 
upon the Throne, whilſt the crucll King ſhall bee 
{ent unto the Prifon, 

What joy,what comfort or Couragecanthe Mi- 
niſters of God have, where the vileſt wretches 


may inſult over them 2 where they are —_ 
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that libertic which ever the Heathens had in«hcir 
| better times, /b: wix ſentire que welis, nedum que 
—_"P ſentias, dicerelicet , Wherethey ſcarce dare think 

HOT. 


wharthey liſt, much leſſe ſpeake what they thinke, 

Certainly ſuch contempt of his m?flengers, 
God uſcth ropay home» with his ſevere judge- 
ments, and to furniſh them accordingly , where 
they be ſo {lightly regarded. The Iew2s did de- 
ſpiſe /eremze, and that word which hee {pake unto 
To inthe name of the Lord : Burt wc was the 
ifdue of this * Namely, that the Prophct ſhould 
not ſo much as pray forth2m, nor che nan? the 
Lord be once mentioned amongſt hit ung uct 11] 

ople, ter. 44. Ezechiel was 5 tran: d 56 his l1- 
Code al deſpirctully handled, by 1: lam: (t: To- 
necked and reb:1llious nation: Wir d 1 Gol 
docupon this ? Hee makes the tongue of his pco- 
phercleavetothe roote of his mo1:h , itrik2s his 
meſſenger dumbe : and all to heape vengeance up- 
on them, that he might ſerthe dumbenctle of his 
propherupon the {core of the peoples finncs, E22. 
3-25- Atcah thinks it enoughto keepe a Levite in 
his houſero be his Prieſt, forren ſhzk-11s of filver 
and a ſuit of apparell by the yeare : h2thinkes che 


Lord willbe well-pleaſed with him forchis : Bur 


what ? was the Lord evera whit the better pleaſed 
with him for this? No ; Mvrcah had a houſe of 
gods ;and therefore the Lord ſends him a wan- 
dering Levite fit for a wicked Idolater, 14d. 
I7. 10. 

Wellrhen, to returne and make an end of all ; 
Whoſoever hc is that would be the true ſervant 4 
Go 
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God, muſt thus thinke of him ſelfe, that hee is a 
member of that holy and inviſible Church , w** 
hathnone in it but good men, none but grati 
and godly men : therefore ſuch as theſe hee muſt 
embrace with a loving & entire affe&tion; totheſe 
he muſt joine & unite himſelfe: yea,& he muſt not 
contemne the faithfull meflengers of the Lord, 
but havethem in ſingular regard for their workes 
fake. As for wicked men,that make buta mock of 
grace,theſe he muſt fly fromas from ſerpents: they 
are onely ſer as ſnarcs in his way to keep him from 
the ſervice of God, and from the performance of 
religious duetics. | 

Thus (right Honorable and Beloved) you have 
heard the ſumme and ſubſtance of thole points de- 
livered and handled, whichare included in this 
=—_ and godly proteſtation of bach. Firſt, 

om the connexion of my text , what conſtancie 
& reſolution there is, & ſhould be inthoſerthar are 
the true ſervants of God. Thoughall the world 
revolt, yetthey muſt cleave amoDed, Secondly, 
from the high eſtare of him that protefterh here, 
you have been taught from hence, that God re- 
quires ofthem for whom he hath done moſtin this 
world, that they ſhould bee moſt zealous forhim, 
And laſtly,from the extent of it,you have heard, 
that the true ſervants of God will keepe none in 
their houſes, but ſuch as joine with them in therrue 
worſhiping of God. You have heard theſe points 
handlcd and proſecuted at large ; I muſt notdwell 
upon parti - Onely = mce leave to _ 
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witha wordor twoofexhortation, 

'As 1obuh, in the beginning of his (peach, 
ſought to ſtitre uprhe Liraelires unto the fearc and 
obedience of the Lord, by rehearſing what God 
had done for them : SomayT, with as good rea- 
ſon, lay the ſame ground of exhorration in the clo- 
ſing up of mine. Now then,by the render mer- 
cies of our God, by all che benefits which we have 
received of him, whichare infinite in numbcr,in- 
eſtimable in value : by ourgreatand manifold de- 
liverances, not (as the toackizes) fromehe downe- 
nght violence of Perizzires & Icbulites, bur from 
the furious and treacherous conſpiracies of more 
ſubtile, more cruell, more politicke, morc malici- 
ous, more inhumane cnemics : By the.fweer peace 
and quiet proſperitie-of our-countrie': By this 
blefled and free pallage of the Goſpell of peace, 
which doth everic where diſplay its pure and ce- 
leſtial beames ; being hid in none,but 1n them rhat 
periſh :.By! thoſe better things which God harh 
prepared forks ſervants inthe lifero com» , even 
thejoyes of heaven, ſuch as no eye hath (cence, no 
tongue can relate, nor-ever have entered into the 
hearrof man, | | 

O letthis ſtirreupinusarcadineſlce, 2 rc ſoluti- 
on, a zeale to this durie:: To teare God ; to love 
God withall our heart, with all our ſtrength, with 
all our might : To referreouractions wholly unto 
the glorie of our God : To ferve him in holineſſe 
and righteouineſle all the dayes of our lite. 

Burit ſuch unſpcakeable bountic, ſuch n—_ 
y 
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ly goodnefle,cannot winne our earthly and wret- 
ched ſoules : yerknow this, there isa Hell, and 
there be damned ; and torments in veric deed, ſuch 
as no patience is able to bearc, no date of rime 
weare out. If yee carenot for his mercies, yet 
fearc his judgements. Neverthelefle, why will wce 
remptand provoke his juſtice, who is fo rich in. 
mercie 2 O rather, fince there is merciewith God, 
therefore let him be feared. This it is- which 
ſhould make us chcerful in the ſervice of our God, 
which ſhould make us performe willing obedi- 
ence to our Lord ; Knowing, that if we ſerve him 
here, wee ſhall raigne with him hercafter : if wee 
ſer our delightupon him here, wee ſhall be farisfi- 
cd with his preſence hercafter ; if wee give glory 
unto him whilſt we live here , hereafter wee ſhall 
triumph with him, and be received into glorie. 


Now the God of hcaven,&c. 


Sol; Dev ſapient; gloria. 
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